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RANDOM REFLECTIONS: Winter Weary, News Weary!

By Kathryn Wishlow

By now everyone is rather
winter weary. It seems like we get
two or three days respite before we
get walloped with another storm ...
more snow ... more plowing bills
and more roof-raking. My house
looks like nobody lives here from
the street view, because the front
steps are no longer visible, covered
in snow above my waist. The roof
slides have the snow piled over my
head despite numerous episodes of
help in clearing it away. Leaving my
driveway, is an exercise in caution
and bravery, since the snowbanks
are so high. Seeing past them to
emerge, involves risking getting my
front end clobbered by a vehicle
coming down the hill, unable to
stop in time because the road is
snow-covered and therefore
slippery. Enough is enough, heavy
sigh!

The one or two sunny days we
had in the last week, demonstrated
that with a sun so warm, snow can
melt very fast. All of the snow and
ice on my back apron actually got
mushy enough to push off onto the
driveway, exposing the actual
painted concrete below for the first
time in many months. You could tell
by the dirty snowbanks and that
wet, muddy smell as we finally got
temperatures above zero ... that
spring is just “around the corner” as
they say. Finally!

It is a bit too soon to celebrate
since | am sure a few more storms
are still to come. However, some of
us managed to spend the last
couple of weeks watching the
winter 2026 Olympics and that
does lift one's spirits. At the writing
of this article, | believe we managed
over twenty medals in total. As far
as | am concerned, all of them were
gold. Now that we split winning
times into 100th of a second,
nobody in the top three really
loses. A final game, only lost in
overtime by one goal, was nothing
to be depressed about. Good job
and congratulations to everyone
who participated in making plucky,
little Canada, tenth in medal
standing. Awesome!

The Olympics took our minds
away from the growing tensions
our neighbours to the south keep
provoking. Thank goodness, no one
| know has a fishing boat in the
Caribbean. They might get blown to
smithereens! What happened to
proper arrests, proof of guilt, a day
in court, a person's right to be
deemed innocent until proven
guilty? Why are the citizens not
rebelling and rioting against a
governing party that squashes your
right to protest? Why is freedom of
speech and expression being
repressed by arresting journalists
that point out the truth? How come

people can be plucked off the
street, yanked out of their cars,
pulled out of churches and schools,
detained and contained without
being allowed a phone call for
help?

| never thought | would live to
see such a wretched example of a
society going backwards, rights
becoming non-existent and so
many people seemingly apathetic.
When will enough be enough?
Hmmm ... remembering the
Jonestown massacre ... are they
drinking the Kool Aid? ... maybe
zoned out on Fentanyl? | can only
think that the “silent majority” have
forgotten how much power they
truly have. Are they so afraid of
standing up against what is wrong
or of the repercussions? If only the
cold weather is holding them back,
it should be a very interesting
summer indeed!
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